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Unfortunately, during the season under review, only 60 competitors took part in at least one race
organized in Slovakia. A total of seven races were held, yet the average turnout was fewer than 30
participants per race. Regrettably, I must observe that as snow cover diminishes at lower altitudes,
so too does the number of competitors participating in cross-country skiing events. I do not know if
we will succeed in halting or even reversing this downward trend, but we certainly must try.

We were represented by 24 of our competitors at the World Cup (MWC) in Sappada, Italy. Like
most participants, we were highly impressed by the excellent organization and the conditions
provided. Our satisfaction with the event was further enhanced by the 14 medals we won. It was
more than in Klosters, even though there were fewer gold medals. However, success cannot always
be measured solely by medals. The friendships formed and maintained over the years hold value in
themselves, even if they do not always lead to a top finish in the results.

I look forward to meeting in Tromse.

Vladimir Staron

Slovakia ND



